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Welcome - -18"
World Energy Congress

Argenting, mi pais, no ha tenido una rennidn en el campo de la ener-
gia de esta trascendencia desde el afio 1991, cuando hospedd al 137
Congreso Mundial del Petrileo.

En aquel afio la industria de I energin ya hobia sido rescatida de las
manos del Gobierno Nacional o través de la desregulacitn v privati-
zaciones que tuvieron lugar a partir del afo 1989, En aguel 1991,
produciomos 65,248,000 m/din de gas e inportdbamos 6 millones
de mYidis, bombedbames 78.276m"dia de pemdleo de los cunles ex-
portibamos 4000 m'fdia v generdbamos 47.000 GWh, Estaba en
pleno desarrollo y actualizacion la vibrante v competitivi industria
energétics gque hoy disfruta el pafs, cuya apertura y libertad comer-
clal encuentra hoy parangon én muy pocos paises del mundo y don-
de compaiiias nacionales ¥ extranjeras compiten en igualdad.
Comao resultado, en este afio 2001 Argentina producird &l mayor vo-
lumen de pas de su historia, 125500000 mYdia, de los cunles el
12%: se exportard a Chile, Brasil y Uroguay v de so produccitn pe-
wolera de 123 300 m'fdia exportard el 35%. El gas abastecend el
47% del consumo de epergin del pais v los 22,000 MW instalados
generarin unos TEO00 GWh, de los cuales se exportard un 5% &
Brasil ¥ Uruguay.

Este crecimiento de la industria energética le ha dado una relevancis
en el pais de la gue carecln anteriormente: hasta el ufie 1982 Eramos
importadores netos de gas v petrdlen, Hoy, s energla contribuye
con el 6,4% del PBI de 335 mil millones de pesos, con el 185 de las
exportuciones, recuuds mas del 15% del wal del fiseo federal, em-
plea 135000 persanas y aporta a las provincias petroleras la mayor
parie de sug ingreses via las regalias de pemrdlen, gas v generacion
hidroeléctrica

La integracion energérica regional, ademds del rédito econdmico
que genera, ha demostrado ser la mids eficaz forma de cooperacion
con los pafses vecinos, aventando viejas desconfianzus. La seguri-
dad industrinl, ln atencidn a los problemas sociales v el culdado del
ambiente reciben una creciente atencidn por parte de la industria,
muy de acuerdo con las responsabilidades que los negocios aceptan
cada vez mis,

Argentina ain tiene que reducir sus gasios gubemamentales, perfec-
clonar sus instiuciones v retomar el crecimiento econdmico del 8%
anual de la décads pasada. Es un esfuerzo en el que no es admisible
fallar, el pais cuenta con recursos parn crear y mantener una sociedad
prospera y equitativa v ia energia —junto a la readicional agroindus-
N~ son los grandes protagonistas para el logro de este objetivo.
En nombre de I Comisidn Directiva del Instituto les deseamos una
grata v provechoss visita a Buenos Aires y al 18" Congreso Mun-
dial de Energin, gque les permita descubrir y disfrotar de Argenting
¥ 81 genle.

1d0s:18° Congreso

Argenting, my country, has not had so trarscendent a meeting in the field
of energy since 1931, when hosting the 13" World Patroletrn Congress

That pear, the energy indlstry had aiready been retrieved from thie orbit of
the National Gowernment through dersgulation and  privatization
measures started in 1585, In 1991, Amgentina was producing 65, 248 000
miiday of natural gas and importing 6 000,000 mifday  Besides, olf was
being pumped out at 4 rate of 78,276 miiday, of which 4,000 m/day were
exporied, Power generation was 47,000 GWh. The lve and competitive
anergy industry the country enfoys foday was swiftly developing and
updating. Today, domestic and foraign companies compete on an equal
footing and the degree of opening and commersial froedam is egualed in
only very few countries.

Therefore, in 2001 Argenting wil produce the largest volume of natural
gas in its history 125,500,000 m'iday of which 12% will be exported o
Chile, Brazl and Uruguay, Ol production wail be 123,300 m'iday and
eports will be 35% of thar volume. Nafural gas will satisfy 47% of the
energy demand in the country and the instaled 22000 MW will generate
some 7R.000 GWh, of which abouf 5% wil be exported to Brazll and
Uruguay.  Such growth of the enengy industry has given the country an
impartance it didd not have before; untl 1982, Argenting was a net o and
gas importer Tooay energy contributes 6.4% of the 335 thousand midlion
pesos GNP 1o 18% of the exports, I colfects mare than 15% of the total
federal tasabie (terms, employs 135000 peopla and provides the ol
producing provincas with most of their income through ol gas, and
hydroelectric gendration rovalties

Enengy regional [ntegration, besides the economic profit it generales, has
proved o be the most efficent way of cooperating with neighbaoring
countries, pushing away ofd mistrusts  Industral safety the attention of
secial problems, and the care of the envimnment receive growing
consideration’ from the industry 1 hammony with the responsibilities
business is everyoliy acoepting more and muore.

Argenting stil has o reduce iis govermvnen! expenses, improve s
institutions and refumn [0 the annual economy growth of 6% it enjoved
durfrigy the past decade, [n this effort fadure 5 not admitred, the country
has the resources fo generate and maintain an affiuenr and eguitabie
socien: and enengy ~together with the traditional agro-inclustry- are the
leading protagonists in achieving that goal, '

On behalf of the institute’s Board of Directors | wish jou a pleasant and
frintful stay in Buenos Aires and in the 18th Workd Energy Congress, and
hope yvou will discover and anioy Argenting and its people,
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