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In some cases, reinjection of gas is necessary to maintain pressure in mature oil reservoirs
and boost declining oil production. This is the case, for example, in Venezuela and
Colombia, where respectively 34% and 54% of total gross gas production are reinjected.
The proportion of gas reinjected or flared is even higher in Ecuador and Peru, where
oil and gas wells are deep in the jungle and the potential market for gas is very small.
In Chile, gas production is mainly located in the far south of the country, a long way
from the country’s main consumption centres. In those countries, all gas that cannot
be used locally is reinjected.

While gas reinjected into a reservoir can be extracted at a later date, flared or vented
gas is lost forever. The practice of flaring and venting gas, however, has lessened
considerably in recent years, due to pressures on the oil and gas industry to limit

Figure 1.2 Gross and marketed natural gas production in South America,
1975-2001

Source: Cedigaz.
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Figure 1.3 Gross and marketed natural gas production by country,
1975-2001

Sources: IEA, Cedigaz.
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